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Introduction: 

Jas. 3:1-2
(1) The Solemn role of the Teacher’s Tongue.
Jas. 3:1

· Teachers shall Receive the greater condemnation, KJV = will be judged more strictly, NIV

i.e. the judgment of teachers will be stricter because of their greater Responsibility.
· The Reason: they use their Tongue to Teach – they need to account for its use. 

Sin not in Word; Stumble not in Walk.

· James Realises that he too is not free from this [so does the speaker]
“we” (3:1); we offend all (3:2)

For…if any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect [complete] man.


Jas. 3:2 

And he is able also to bridle the whole body, i.e. keep it from being used as an instrument of sin.

(2) The Subject of the Tongue in James.
Jas. 1:19, 26; 2:12; ch. 3; 4:10,11

· My beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:


1:19

· If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue…this man's religion is vain.
1:26
· So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.



2:12
(3) The Sins of the Tongue.
Jas. 3:6 cf. Mt. 12:33-37

· The tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity.
· Speak not evil one of another, brethren…

Jas. 4:11
(4) The Symbols (Illustrations) of the Tongue.

· 7 Pictures in all: Bit in a horse’s mouth (3); Helm (Rudder) of a ship (4); 

A little Fire (5); A little Member of the body (5, 6); 

Deadly poison (8); Fountain (11, 12); Fig and Vine trees (12)

· Divided into 3 Parts:

· How the Tongue Guides Life – the Good it brings about.
Jas. 3:1-4

· How the Tongue Harms Life – the Havoc it causes.
Jas. 3:5-8

· How the Tongue Blesses Life – but it also brings about Bitterness.
Jas. 3:9-12

A. How the Tongue Guides Life – the Good it can  bring about. 
Jas. 3:3-4a
[Or the Potential of the Tongue]
The tongue may be small but it can Boast of Big things. It is Clear from these Comparisons: 

1. The Bit in the Horse’s Mouth.
3:3

a. The Small Contrasted with the big – a bit and a horse.

b. The Small Controlling the big – the bit turns the whole body.

i. A Bit in the mouth manipulates the whole Body.

ii. The Tongue under control of the mind expresses the person’s Thoughts.

iii. Bring the Mouth under the control of the Mind – the same is a perfect Man.
2. The Rudder or Helm of the Ship.
3:4a

Helm, better rudder (RV) The rudder was an oar worked by a handle.

a. The rudder was Small compared to the big Ship.

b. The ship needed Strong winds to drive it yet it was Steered by a small rudder.

c. However, the Pilot could Plot the direction of the ship by just controlling the rudder!
The Much Good or Bad the Small Tongue can do – 
i. The Bit is to obey us and for us to turn about its whole Body.
3:3b

ii. The rudder is to be turned about Wherever the pilot Willeth.
3:4b

iii. The Tongue is for us to Control that it Causes only good.
· Take care of the little Suffixes that we add to our Statements – the mah and the lah!
· Take care of the Tone the Tongue employs to express a Thought.

· Be Sensitive to the other party’s Sense of response – certain things are better left unsaid!


If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.
3:2b
· A Word of Encouragement in the Stress of Life.

· A Word of Edification in the Storms of Life.

· The Will to Engage in the Service is Left to us 
3:4c
B. How the Tongue Harms Life – the Havoc it Causes
Jas. 3:5-8

[Or the Perversity of the Tongue.]

The Application of the Above illustrations:
Even so (KJV), Likewise (NIV)

The Tongue is a Tiny organ but look at the havoc it can cause, …
boasteth great things. 3:5a
1. As a Little Member…
a. It Institutes the Work of defilement in the body.
3:5a, 6b
– so is the tongue among our members that it defileth the whole body,
Is = to appoint, to institute, to establish, i.e. hath its place.

The tongue Is a member of the body; Institutes its defiling work among other members and Influences them.

i. The person Resides in the body and uses the body as his instrument.

ii. “Body” may on one hand Refer to the whole man, i.e. an organism containing within itself all evil essence, from which permeates the entire man.

Cf. Jer. 17:9
iii. In Reality, James may not refer to the tongue of flesh but to the intelligent, communicating mind that uses the tongue as its instrument. While the mind defiles the whole person, the corrupting influence of the tongue reaches out in widening circles, for it “sets the whole course of his life on fire.” Thus…
· The Mind controls the Tongue.
· The Heart controls the Mind.

· And out of the abundance of the heart the Mouth speaketh.
Mt. 12:34-37

· And the heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked,
Jer. 17:9
· Hence, we need to Think before we Tongue it out! You are what you think.

b. It Is a World of Iniquity – all the Wickedness in the Whole World is Wrapped up in it.

The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse-- who can understand it?
Jer. 17:9, NRSV
c. It is the spark that Ignites the Wood in a great Forest Fire.
3:5, NIV

The Fire that Kindles a Forest – matter = a wood or forest.



Cf. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire!
3: 5, NRSV
i. It Starts Small – the tongue is a little member.

ii. It Spreads fast and wide – and boasteth great things.
· It burns up the dry as well as the green and the living things that cannot escape.

· A rumour/scandal/backbiting/gossiping is based on something that may be true, 

takes up much of what is false, and hurts the people who are caught in it.

d. It Initiates the Wheel of Birth – setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.
3:6

Nature = origin, beginning, birth, manner of birth.


2 occurrences only elsewhere: the book of generations, birth 

Mt. 1:1, 18


Course of nature may refer to the wheel of birth, a figurative description of human life.

(lit., “the wheel of existence” or “wheel of birth”)
i. A Figure for the whole wheel of life from birth which continues rolling until death.

ii. The tongue sets on Fire at the center of the wheel of nature spitting fire in all directions. 
iii. The Fuse is the tongue, but the source of its deadly Fire is hell itself (lit., “Gehenna,”)

Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.
Pro. 18:21
2. As a Living Creature that cannot be tamed.
3:7, 8, NIV
Every kind, or all nature, of wild beasts—birds of the air, reptiles on land, and creatures of the sea—all are being tamed and have been tamed [the present and the perfect tenses] by man (lit., “human nature,”  thus “beastly nature” is tamed by “human nature”). But no human is able to tame the tongue!
a. The Tongue is Engaged in wild Rage – the tongue can no man tame

Beasts can be Tamed, but not the Tongue.

b. The Tongue is Entangled in Restless evil – it is an unruly evil.
c. The Tongue is Evil Rounded up with deadly poison to do its evil work.
3:8 cf. Psa. 140:3
They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; adders' poison is under their lips.

i. Slowly and Steadily (cf. gossip and backbiting)

ii. Subtly and Scandalously in Character Assassination and Scandalous Accusation. 

C. How the Tongue Blesses and Curses – its Problematic Inconsistency.
Jas. 3:9-12

1. What a Fountain cannot do – send forth sweet water and bitter.
3:9-11, 12b
The Tongue Can: it can bless God and curse Man!
a. Its Double Role –
3:9

Praising God and cursing man is tantamount to praising and cursing the same person, 
for in v. 9 man is made after the similitude of God.
cf. Gen. 1:26, 27
Note: Man has lost his created image of God; he is now in the likeness of God.
Note: Jesus in becoming man was made in the likeness of men.
Phil. 2:7
b. Its Unnatural Role – What in nature cannot be done, it can.
3:10, 11


A Fountain (Spring) cannot at the same time send forth sweet water and salt water.

2. What a Fig Tree cannot bear - olive berries. A vine also cannot bear figs.
3:12a cf. Pro. 15:4
But the Tongue can Bear forth Blessing and be a Bane to people at the same time.
a. A Tree cannot Bring forth two types of Fruit – By their fruit ye shall know them.
3:12 cf. Mt. 7:17-20

b. A Tongue can Betray the Speaker: …thy speech betrayeth thee.
Mt. 26:73
Thus, the Man is betrayed by his Mouth.

c. The Tongue should not Both Bless God and curse Man:

My brethren, these things ought not so to be.


i. They ought not to be – it is against the new nature of the Christian – my brethren.
ii. They need not be – bitter waters can become sweet when the Tree is cast into it. 
Exo. 15:23-27

iii. They shall and must not be – Sin shall not have dominion over you.
Rom. 6:14


Ought not, Need not; and therefore shall and must not – and this applies to all Tongue sins. 

Conclusion:  
The Tongue Test
· When a patients consults the doctor, the doctor will probably say, Let me look at your tongue.

· The tongue is an index of health – physical or spiritual;

· If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.
· Cf. I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: 

I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me.

Psa. 39:1; 

· Set a watch, O LORD, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.

Psa. 141:3
